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square. But our light tweed suits and high brown
boots attracted so much attention and created such
consternation among the rook-like garments of the
inhabitants, that we nearly beat a hasty retreat.
The temptation of good music and a cigar in the
moonlight, however, was too much for us, and we
remained, undeterred by the searching and not alto-
gether complimentary glances of those around us,
who seemed to look upon the appearance of any
stranger in their midst as an unwarrantable intrusion
and insult. I am bound to say that for downright
rudeness and vulgarity, the Siberian male, pur et
simple, is unequalled. It seems the more strange
that their countrymen west of the Ourals are un-
doubtedly, next the French, the most courteous and
polite nation in the world.

There are three distinct classes of''society in
Irkoutsk : the Government officials, millionaire gold-
miners, and tradespeople. It is probably the only
city in the world where the latter are in reality the
most aristocratic portion of the community, for the
simple reason that they are most of them political
exiles who, in Russia or Poland, were of good birth
and position till they lost name and individuality in
a prison number.' The Q-overnment officials and
military stationed in Irkoutsk form a clique of their
own, from which they rigidly exclude the gold-
mining millionaire, a class of men the like of
'which I have never met, thank Heaven, out of
Siberia.

Most of the latter commence life as common
miners, and gradually rise, more by luck than any-
thing else, to a position of affluence; indeed many